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The Honorable Petc Buttigicg
U.S. Sccrctan, of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretarv Buttigieg

I am writing to express my strong support for a Consolidatcd Rail Infrastrrrcture and Safetv Improvement
(CRISI) grant application to the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) for the Four Corners Frcight Rail
Project. Sa[r Juan County, NM and thc FRA cntcred into a Bcttcr Utilizing Investments to Ler.erage

Development (BUILD) Agreement (Agreement $694365214030008LDNM) dated September 1, 2027, tct

fund prc-NEI'A project der.elopment activitics and an alternativcs analysis studv for a proposed nerv rail
line betu,ccn San Juan County in the vicinitv of Shiproclg Ncu, Mcrico, and a connection to the BNSF

Railrvay (BNSF) Callup Subdivision near Gallup, Neu' Mexico (Proiect Study).

Prior to cxecution of the Grant Agreement providing funcling for thc Proicct Strrdy, San Juan Countv and
the Navajo Nation signcd a mcmorandum of understancling (MOU) in Februarr, 2020. This MOU
establishcd a framework of cooperation lvith rcspcct to futurc railrvav, communitr., and busincss

development opportunitics in the Four Corners region, located in the southwesteln part ot the U.S.

Tl.re proposed freight raiJ line u,ill havc a significant impact on the businesses that it u,ill scrve, both on and

off the Navajo Nation, as n cll as providing a new source of cconomic development potential in a severelv

economically depressed rcgion. The Four Corners region lacks rail, interstate highrvavs ar.rd air
transportation for Iarge scale transport of fccdstock and r.alue-addcd product that n,ould allou,for
cconomic development in a coal transition region. This nen.freight rail line r'r'ill dccrease thc pote.ntial for
accidents and possible irrjr.rrics and fatalities due to the use of heavv trucks. This reduction in hcavv trrrck
traffic u,ill also improve the state of good repair on road*'avs, rcducing their maintenance requirements;

thereby, providing a more environmentalll' friendlv altcrnativc mode'of sustainable transportation. As a

result, the creation of this nc\r conncction to the BNSF freight rail netu,ork rr.ill improve thc cfficicno,of
the overall freight transportation system in the Four Corncrs rcgion.

I appreciate your time and thoughtful consideration of this glant application. It will vield sigr.rificar.rt long-
tcrm cconomic bencfits for the Navajo Nation, San Juan County, as u'ell as thc cntirc Four Corncrs Area.

Sinccrclv,
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